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(4) Removal of Clerks. Any Clerk of the Superior Court may be removed from office

for misconduct or mental or physical incapacity by the senior regular resident Superior

Court Judge serving the county. Any Clerk against whom proceedings are instituted

shall receive written notice of the charges against him at least ten days before the hear-

ing upon the charges. Any Clerk so removed from office shall be entitled to an appeal as

provided by law.

Sec. 18. District Attorney and Prosecutorial Districts.

(1) District Attorneys. The General Assembly shall, from time to time, divide the

State into a convenient number of prosecutorial districts, for each of which a District

Attorney shall be chosen for a term of four years by the qualified voters thereof, at the

same time and places as members of the General Assembly are elected. The District At-

torney shall advise the officers of justice in his district, be responsible for the prosecu-

tion on behalf of the State of all criminal actions in the Superior Courts of his district,

perform such duties related to appeals therefrom as the Attorney General may require,

and perform such other duties as the General Assembly may prescribe.

(2) Prosecution in District Court Division. Criminal actions in the District Court

Division shall be prosecuted in such manner as the General Assembly may prescribe by

general law uniformly applicable in every local court district of the State.

Sec. 19. Vacancies. Unless otherwise provided in this Article, all vacancies occurring

in the offices provided for by this Article shall be filled by appointment of the Gov-

ernor, and the appointees shall hold their places until the next election for members of

the General Assembly that is held more than 30 days after the vacancy occurs, when

elections shall be held to fill the offices. When the unexpired term of any of the offices

named in this Article of the Constitution in which a vacancy has occurred, and in which

it is herein provided that the Governor shall fill the vacancy, expires on the first day of

January succeeding the next election for members of the General Assembly, the

Governor shall appoint to fill that vacancy for the unexpired term of the office. If any

person elected or appointed to any of these offices shall fail to qualify, the office shall be

appointed to, held, and filled as provided in case of vacancies occurring therein. All in-

cumbents of these offices shall hold until their successors are qualified.

Sec. 20. Revenues and expenses of thejudicial department . The General Assembly shall

provide for the establishment of a schedule of court fees and costs which shall be uni-

form throughout the State within each division of the General Court of Justice. The

operating expenses of the judicial department, other than compensation to process

servers and other locally paid non-judicial officers, shall be paid from State funds.

Sec. 21. Fees, salaries, and emoluments. The General Assembly shall prescribe and

regulate the fees, salaries, and emoluments of all officers provided for in this Article, but

the salaries of Judges shall not be diminished during their continuance in office. In no

case shall the compensation of any Judge or Magistrate be dependent upon his decision

or upon the collection of costs.

Sec. 22. Qualification ofJustices and Judges. Only persons duly authorized to practice

law in the courts of this State shall be eligible for election or appointment as a Justice of

the Supreme Court, Judge of the Court of Appeals, Judge of the Superior Court, or

Judge of District Court. This section shall not apply to persons elected to or serving in

such capacities on or before January 1, 1981.


